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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-10 and 12-14 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



1. Claims 1-3, 8, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schiff et al. (US Pub. No. 2003/0158777), hereinafter Schiff, in 
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view of Duvall et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,884,033). Schiff is cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed by applicant on 8/10/2006. 

2. With respect to claim 1 , Schiff discloses a central information server ([0064], lines 
1-11) with an email interface unit ([01 1 7], lines 4-1 0), a web interface unit ([0093], lines 
1-6), a memory device ([0064], lines 1-7), and a selection device ([0114], lines 1-4, 
when using a web browser, a selection device is apparent); the memory device 
comprising an advertising memory unit storing a plurality of data emails (8) provided by 
the plurality of data providers ([0064], lines 1-7); 

a plurality of data processing systems (0074], lines 1-3), each of the plurality of 
data processing systems being allocated to a respective one of the plurality of data 
providers ([0065], lines 1-5; [0074], lines 1-3, providers are associated with a system 
that sends data), each of the plurality of data processing systems comprising an email 
interface in communication with one of a plurality of provider-specific email address 
([0074], lines 1-3, email interface is part of a communication system); and 

a plurality of portal servers ([0075], lines 1-3), each of the plurality of portal 
servers comprising a web interface in communication with the web interface unit 
([0075], lines 1-3, when providing users of portal servers with contents, a web interface 
is apparent). 

wherein the at least one data email is represented via a link on a homepage 
([0075], lines 1-4, portals provide users with their own content is interpreted to incude 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/589,1 1 5 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2151 

portals containing links to websites or data emails which are chosen for a particular 
portal) 

Schiff does not disclose the email interface unit comprising a plurality of provider- 
specific email addresses for receiving the plurality of data emails form specific 
providers; wherein the selection device comprises a memory unit for provider-specific 
input concerning an identity of the portal servers with authorization to access data 
emails form specific data providers; wherein the selection device automatically 
determines the at least one data email for display to the receiver of the plurality of 
receivers according to the respective portal server. 

Duvall, however, disclosed the email interface unit comprising a plurality of 
provider-specific email addresses for receiving the plurality of data emails form specific 
providers (column 7, lines 61-67); 

wherein the selection device comprises a memory unit (column 4, lines 22-40, 
database stores filter entries; column 1 , lines 59-64) for provider-specific input 
concerning an identity of the portal servers with authorization to access data emails 
form specific data providers (column 4, lines 22-37; column 1, lines 41-45; column 8, 
lines 1-10); 

wherein the selection device automatically determines the at least one data email 
for display to the receiver of the plurality of receivers according to the respective portal 
server (column 4, lines 22-37; column 1 , lines 41-45; column 8, lines 1 -1 0); 

Both the systems of Schiff and Duvall provide methods to influence advertising 
content of websites. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff with teachings of 
Duvall, in order to allow easy and effective communication to take place between 
service providers and Internet users. 

3. With respect to claim 12, Schiff discloses preparation of a central information 
server ([0064], lines 1-11) with an email interface unit ([01 1 7], lines 4-1 0), a web 
interface unit ([0093], lines 1-6) and a memory device ([0064], lines 1-7), the memory 
device comprising at least one advertising memory unit ([0064], lines 1-7); 

preparation of a plurality of portal servers ([0075], lines 1-3), each of the plurality 
of portal servers comprising a web interface unit ([0075], lines 1-3, when providing users 
of portal servers with contents, a web interface is apparent) and each of the plurality of 
portal servers being connected to the web interface unit of the central information server 
([0075], lines 1-3, when a portal server provides users with contents, a web interface in 
apparent); 

Sending advertising emails containing provider-specific data by means of a 
plurality of data processing systems ([0074], lines 1-3), each of the plurality of data 
processing systems being allocated to a data provider ([0065], lines 1-5; [0074], lines 1- 
3, providers are associated with a system that send data), each of the advertising 
emails being sent to the provider-specific email address of the central information server 
([0074], lines 1-3, a communication system can be an email interface); 

Automatic storage of the advertising emails ([0064], lines 1-7), which enter 
central information server in advertising memory unit ([0074], lines 1-7); 
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Enabling the creation of connections between a plurality of data processing 
systems ([0074], lines 1-3), which are each allocated to one of the plurality of data 
receivers and feature a web interface, and central information server by using a link of 
one of the plurality of portal servers which is retrieved by the one of the plurality of data 
receivers ([0075], lines 1-3, portals provide users with their own content, therefore it is 
apparent that portal servers contain links to websites which are chosen for a particular 
portal. When accessing websites, use of data processing systems of providers and a 
central server that sends website to the user is apparent); and 

access clearance to the advertising emails stored in the advertising memory unit 
([0107], lines 10-12); 

Retrieval of the selected and cleared advertising emails through the plurality of 
advertising receivers on the world wide web ([0107], lines 13-18). 

Schiff does not disclose providing a memory unit for provider-specific input 
concerning an identity of the one of the plurality of portal servers with authorization to 
access the plurality of data emails from specific ones of the plurality of data providers; 
automatic selection of, which depends on the identity of the one of the plurality of portal 
servers, 

Duvall, however discloses providing a memory unit (column 4, lines 22-40, 
database stores filter entries; column 1 , lines 59-64) for provider-specific input 
concerning an identity of the one of the plurality of portal servers with authorization to 
access the plurality of data emails from specific ones of the plurality of data providers 
(column 4, lines 22-37; column 1 , lines 41 -45; column 8, lines 1 -1 0); automatic selection 
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of, which depends on the identity of the one of the plurality of portal servers (column 4, 
lines 22-37; column 1, lines 41-45; column 8, lines 1-10), 

Both the systems of Schiff and Duvall provide methods to influence advertising 
content in websites. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff with teachings of 
Duvall, in order to allow easy and effective communication to take place between 
service providers and Internet users. 

4. With respect to claim 2, Schiff, discloses wherein the memory device of the 
central information server further comprises a provider database ([0064], lines 1-6) to 
prepare provider-specific data, wherein data emails from one provider and the provider- 
specific data of the same data provider are automatically associated with one another 
for each provider ([0064], lines 1-6, database is based on different scenarios). 

5. With respect to claim 3, Schiff, discloses provider-specific data, which are filed in 
the provider database, each contain a link to an Internet presence of the provider 
concerned ([0064], lines 5-6, content provided by the providers can include a link to an 
Internet presence of the provider). 

6. With respect to claim 8, Schiff discloses links of the individual portal servers 
access different, portal-specific websites, via which only the data emails can be 
retrieved, which are respectively chosen, specifically for the portal, by selection unit and 
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are released for access ([0075], lines 1-2, portals provide users with their own content, 
therefore it is inherent that portal servers contain links to websites which are chosen for 
a particular portal). 

7. With respect to claim 1 3, Schiff discloses retrievals of advertising emails by data 
receivers is recorded and registered with allocation of the respectively used portal 
server ([01 19], lines 19-23). 

8. With respect to claim 14, Schiff discloses individual portal servers access 
different, portal- specific websites via the respective link ([0075], lines 1-2, portals 
provide users with their own content, therefore it is inherent that portal servers contain 
links to websites which are chosen for a particular portal). Only the advertising emails, 
which have been selected specifically for the portal and have been cleared for access, 
are retrieved through these websites ([0107], lines 10-18). 

9. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schiff, in view of Duvall, and further in view of East West Directory.Com, 
hereinafter, East West Directory. 

1 0. With respect to claim 5, Schiff and Duvall do not disclose wherein the selection 
device further comprises a content selection module to select specific data emails, 
which are stored in advertising memory unit and can be accessed via the respectively 
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used portal server. These data emails correspond to the content selection criteria 
selected by the respective data receiver. 

East West Directory discloses wherein the selection device further comprises a 
content selection module to select specific data emails, which are stored in advertising 
memory unit and can be accessed via the respectively used portal server (column 4, 
lines 22-37; column 1 , lines 41-45; column 8, lines 1 -1 0). These data emails correspond 
to the content selection criteria selected by the respective data receiver (column 4, lines 
22-37; column 1 , lines 41-45; column 8, lines 1 -1 0). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff and Duvall with teachings of East 
West Directory, in order to offer customized information to the user. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 6, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 5 
above. In addition, East West Directory discloses a selection device comprises a 
content selection module to select such data emails, which are stored in advertising 
memory unit and can be accessed via the respectively used portal server (page 2, no. 
1, lines 34-37, when providing customized information, a content selection module is 
inherent). These data emails correspond to the provider selection criteria selected by 
the respective data receiver (page 2, no. 1 , lines 34-37, when subscribing for or 
purchasing a product or service, provider selection criteria is inherent). 
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12. With respect to claim 7, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 5 
above. In addition, East West Directory discloses a central information server 
comprises an action device to implement predetermined processes, which are selected 
by the respective data receiver in view of the respectively retrieved data emails 
allocated to providers (page 4, no. 4, lines 4-7, when performing online shopping, a 
predetermined purchasing process, an action device is inherent). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff by incorporating a central 
information server, data processing systems and portal servers with implementing 
predetermined processes, in order to conveniently deliver products and services 
requested. 

13. Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schiff, in view of Duvall, and further in view of Olivier (US Patent No. 
6,480,885), hereinafter Olivier. Olivier is cited in the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed by applicant on 8/10/2006. 

14. With respect to claim 4, Schiff and Duvall do not disclose a memory device of the 
central information server comprises an archive to retrieve previous data emails. 

Olivier, however, discloses a memory device of the central information server 
comprises an archive to retrieve previous data emails (column 8, lines 31-33). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff and Duvall by incorporating a 
central information server, data processing systems and portal servers which access 
specific emails based on their identity with an archive, in order to allow users to browse 
the archives via a web interface. 

With respect to claim 10, Schiff and Duvall discloses central information server 
contains a memory unit with the contact data relating to the link connection to the 
provider web servers ([0064], lines 5-6, content may contain contact data, as disclosed 
by Schiff), and whereby the portal servers have access to provider data records via the 
information server from specific providers which are detected by the selection device 
depending on the identity of the respective portal server (column 4, lines 22-37; column 
1, lines 41-45; column 8, lines 1-10, as disclosed by Duvall), and can thereby display 
these provider data records via a link on a homepage ([0075], lines 1-4, portals provide 
users with their own content, therefore it is apparent that portals contain links to 
websites or data emails which are chosen for a particular portal, as disclosed by 
Duvall). 

Schiff and Duvall do not disclose a few provider data processing systems each 
comprise a web server with a web interface unit and a memory device accessible via 
the web interface unit for provider- specific data records stored in an Internet-compatible 
format. 
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Olivier, however, discloses a few provider data processing systems each 
comprise a web server with a web interface unit (column 5, lines 7-8) and a memory 
device (column 5, lines 1-2) accessible via the web interface unit for provider- specific 
data records stored in an Internet-compatible format. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff and Duvall by incorporating a 
central information server, data processing systems and portal servers which access 
specific emails based on their identity with provider systems containing web servers and 
memory as taught by Olivier, in order to in order to offer customized information to the 
user. 

15. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schiff, in view of Duvall, and further in view of Wiederin et. al. (US Patent No. 
7,069,446 B2), hereinafter Wiederin. 

16. With respect to claim 9, Schiff and Duvall do not disclose multiple content- 
specific email addresses are allocated to individual providers on the email interface unit 
of the central information server. 

Wiederin, however, discloses multiple content-specific email addresses are 
allocated to individual providers on the email interface unit of the central information 
server (column 7, lines 3-5 and 10-20). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schiff and Duvall by incorporating a 
central information server, data processing systems and portal servers which access 
specific emails based on their identity with allocating multiple email address to data 
providers, in order to tailor to the particular needs of customers. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, with regards to claims 1 and 12, filed 8 February 2005 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

3. On page 12, of the Applicant's response, applicant argues "both references rely 
on conventional means of delivering advertising to users... since these methods are 
mutually exclusive, each of the cited references renders the other unworkable, or more 
particularly, East-West Directory render Schiff unworkable." 

In response to the applicant's argument, both the systems of Schiff and Duvall 
provide methods to influence advertising content. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of 
Schiff with the teachings of Duvall, in order to allow easy and effective communication 
to take place between service providers and Internet users. 
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4. On page 1 3 of the Applicant's Response, applicant argues that "the portal 
servers have access to specific data emails, which are stored in an advertising memory 
of a central server." 

In response to the applicant's argument, Duvall suggests portal servers have 
access to specific data emails since the filtering system can be based on different 
scenarios (column 4, lines 22-40, a different scenario may include the filtering system 
can filter outgoing messages on the basis of the portal server address/ID). 

In addition, Sch iff disclosed data emails are stored in an advertising memory of a 
central information server ([0064], lines 1-7). 

Applicant also argues that "the selection of data emails (or other advertising 
means) depending on the identity of the portal server." 

In response to the applicant's argument, Duvall suggests "the selection of data 
emails (or other advertising means) depending on the identity of the portal server" since 
the filtering system can be based on different scenarios (column 4, lines 22-40, a 
different scenario may include the filtering system can filter outgoing messages on the 
basis of the portal server address/ID). 

5. Applicant also argues on page 13, that "East-West Directory, in fact, fails to fill 
the gap of permit one skilled in the art to adapt Schiff to a different outcome." 

In response to the applicant's argument, both the systems of Schiff and Duvall 
provide methods to influence advertising content. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of 
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Schiff with the teachings of Duvall, in order to allow easy and effective communication 
to take place between service providers and Internet users. 

6. In the present application, Applicant also argues, on page 1 3 of the remarks, that 
"the selection device comprises a memory unit for provider-specific input concerning the 
identity of the portal servers with authorization to access the data emails from specific 
data providers." 

In response to the applicant's argument, Duvall suggests the selection device 
comprises a memory unit (column 4, lines 22-40, database that store filter entries; 
column 1 , lines 59-64) for provider-specific input concerning the identity of the portal 
servers with authorization to access the data emails from specific data providers 
(column 4, lines 22-40, a different scenario may include the filtering system can filter 
outgoing messages on the basis of the portal server address/ID). 

7. Applicant also argues on page 1 3, that "a portal-identity-specific selection of data 
emails (advertising) to be displayed." 

In response to the applicant's argument, on page 13, Duvall suggest a portal- 
identity-specific selection of data emails (advertising) to be displayed since the filtering 
system may be based on different scenarios (column 4, lines 22-40, a different scenario 
may include the filtering system can filter outgoing messages on the basis of the portal 
server address/ID). 
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8. In the present application, Applicant also argues, on page 1 3 of the remarks, that 
"a distribution of data emails as required by the limitations of all independent claims and 
that further thereto no selection of data or data emails will be displayed based on the 
identity of a portal server." 

In response to the applicant's argument, on page 13, Duvall suggests "a 
distribution of data emails" since the filtering system may be based on different 
scenarios (column 4, lines 22-40, a different scenario may include the filtering system 
can filter outgoing messages on the basis of the portal server address/ID). 



Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TREVILLIAN HIGHTER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3984. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300.3/31 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



THH 7-1-2008 
Art Unit 2151 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2151 



